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23 PR — Urchatz,

What Is the inner reason why (rchatz is the only
step of the Seder which begins with the letter vau
{"and”}, suggesting a special connection with the
preceding step, Hadesh? (See Classic Questions.)

The&abbalists taught that the various steps of the
Seder ailude to different aspects of the sefiros, the

nation why the steps of the Seder embodied by these
two sefiros are linked by a vau: to reflect their intimate
working relationship.

Why are Chochmah and Binah so utterly depen-

_ dent on each other?

Chochmah is the seat of the soul’s creativity. is
perception is holistic: it has an extremely broad visw
of concepts end ideas, and it acquires knowl edge
intuitively rather Than Tabsaally. Chochmah s - “eye”
can read different” fHemes ™ sifnultanecusly. perceiv-
ing how they converge intc a simpie core idea, or
“point.”

Binah, on the other hand, is quite the opposite.
It focGses very much on details and data, analvz-
ing thern carefully and sequentially. Its logic is well
reasoned and L precise; and it excels at taking the raw
deas wh}ch it'is fed By Lhochmah and fleshing them
out with omaté detaii, approprzate descnptlons and
heipfui analogies. e

Chochmah and Binah are “two friends that never
separate” because each excels in what the other
lacks. Besides initially generating the ideas, which
Binah could not do on its own, Chochmah's constant
influence iswequired to prevent Binah from losing the
bigger picture as it focuses on the detail, Chochmah
must always be at hend to help its “friend” synthesize

TORAS MENACHEM

scheme of Divine attributes which are mirrored in the
soul of man. In particular, the first two steps, Kadesh
and Urchafz, correspond to the first two sefiros.
Chochmah (conception) and Binah (cognition),
Unlike the other sefiros which operate rejatively
independently of one ancther, Chochmah and Binah
are a single functional unit, “two friends that never
separate” (Zohar Il 4a). And this is the mystical expla-

its findings and to place in context the rather dizzying
amount of information that Binah tends to produce.

But as much as Binah is helpless without
Chochmah. Chochmah alone is 2 mere “side-dish”
to the “main course” of true intelligence which Binah
offers. Intuition, creativity and holistic perception are,
of course. wonderful, but of what use are they unless
we have the apparatus to translatz those whims of
abstraction into solid, well-honed idzas? Chochmah
has all of the inspiration. but none of the communi-
cation skills necessary to bring its message across.
Chochmah may be a master of context, but without
Binah there is no text at ali.

Se that inconspicucus var at the beginning of
Urchatz represents our ability to hayﬂonlifm
tensicn that exists within us aill: the ratione! versus
the ntmtwe TtRe PracTRal ver versus the iealisic. the

oo pedhisac, UOE
tanglble versus the transcendem

Therg is ng_easy so!ut::ﬂ Our sauls are powered

by highly contrasting faculties which need to work
together s¢ that we can lead fulfilling lives and carry
out our God-given mission In this world. [n short: We
must listen to both of our minds, and give sach of
them the respect that they deserve.

(Based on Sichah of Erev Pesach 3750)
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TRIS IS THE BREAD OF OFPRESSION
This 15 & strange invitation. “This is the bread of oppression our fathers ate in
the land of Egypt. Let all wha are hungry come in and eat” What hospitality is

it to offer the_hungx:y the taste of _s_gﬁ’gring? In fact, though, this is 4 profound
insight into the - nature of slavery and freadom. As noted, matza represents two
things: it is the food of slaves, and also the bread eaten by the Israelites as they
left Egyptin liberty, What transforms the bread of oppression into the breag of
treedom is the willingnegs o share it with others,

Primo Levi survived Auschwitz, in his book, If This Is Man, he describes

his experiences there. According to Levi, the worst time of all was when the
Nazis left in January 1945, fearing the Russian advance. All prisoners who
could watk were taken on the brutal “death marches.” The only people left in
the camp were those to0 ill to move. For ten days they were left alone with
only scraps of food and fuel. Levi describes how he worked to light a fire and
bring some warmth to his fellow prisoners, many of them dying. He then
writes;

When the broken window was repaired and the stove began to spread its heat,
something seemed to relaz in everyone, and at that moment Towarowski (a
Franco-Pgle of twenty-three, typhus} proposed to the others that each of
them offer a slice of bread to us three who had been working. And so it was
agreed.

Only a day before a simifar event wouid have been inconceivable. Tha law
of the Lager [concentration camps] said: “eat your own bread, and #fyou can,
that of your neighbor,” and left no reom for gratitude. It really meant that the
law of the Lager was dead.

[t was the first human gesture that dccurred among us. [ believe that that
moement can be dated as the beginning of the change by which we who had
not died slowly changed from Haftlinge [ prisoners] to men again.

Sharing food s the first act through which slaves become free buman beings.

One who fears tomorrow does not offer hie bread to others. But one who is
willing to divide his food with a stranger has already shown himself capable
of fellowship and faith, the two things from which hope is born. That is why
we begin the seder by inviting others to join us. Bread shared is no longer the
bread of oppression. Reaching out to others, giving help to the igedy and
companionship to those who are alone, we bring freedom into the world, and
with freedom, God. ‘
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[gnl ﬂS"_l,Ef? WYY The sovercign of Egypt is never mentioned by name

— neither in the Haggadah nor, indeed, in the entire B]hie It remained for

Lgyptuloglsls to identify him — and tht:y are not all of one mind about the
name of this infamous tyl(mt whether one or another of the Rameses or some
other ancient despot. Considering his important role in the nandnve one

wonders why his titie is always used, Dut his name — never.
hul[d an mtuestmg, answer: Had lm name buen_p_g Qvlde
1d have specul
especia ly his cln]dhood xu%ulmg pmlmblt reasons for his atrocious buhav—
ior. He was weaned too carly — or too late; he had a harsh father and thus
Oedipal feelings, or his mother was.overprotective. Some of these specula-

d by the Toral,

'd about him,

-~

Lions may be trae, most probably not so. But {or the Torah, that is irrelevant.
The point of the Bibles (and the Haggadals) siience about his background is
smt%) to avoid his escaping responsibility for his behavior. No matter what his

upbringing, we ought judge a person, especially a leader, by hra or her aLtmns

and jnsist upen (u,ummc\ha]iw By providing a name and thus an Ldmm\' we

open the door to excuses and thence to the erosion of personal responsibility, "
Wie explanations of the causes of a person’s behavior may be of legitimate

concern to a therapist tre rating a moral- pol fitical monster, but to the masses of
his victims that is of no consequence whatsoever, The Pharaoh of the Book of
Exodus was a genocide and no one should provide for hing or for his histori-
cal genocidal descendants any hint ol an excuse. Hence, “Pharaoh”™ — and no

personal rame, because, ultimately, that is irrelevant.
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